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ABOUT
OSTA-AECO is the largest official student stakeholder group
in Ontario, representing and advocating for approximately 2
million students. For over almost 20 years, OSTA-AECO
has acted as a strong, effective, and positive voice for
students across the province. The association is comprised
of the public and Catholic board councils who strive to
empower students as well as student trustees and works to
improve education across the province. In addition to
advocacy work, OSTA-AECO provides rich professional
development for Ontario’s student trustees.

The Catholic Board Council is
comprised of Catholic student
trustees who advocate for publicly
funded Catholic education and
provide a voice for approximately
600,000 Catholic students in
Ontario. This academic year, the
Catholic board council strives to
focus on increasing eco-awareness
and sustainability across school
boards within the province.
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FOREWORD
The Earth and its biodiversity have been drastically
impacted by human pollution as a result of consumerist
lifestyles and current pollution practises of large
corporations. Looking forward, society must make drastic
changes to ensure that our choices do not negatively impact
the earth. It is our calling to reverse the effects of climate
change and to protect God's creation.

OSTA-AECO’s Catholic Board
Council strives to create a
sustainable environment within
school boards across Ontario. In
a world where the human
ecological footprint continues to
grow and climate change is
causing irreversible changes to
the environment, it is our duty to
recognize how we can be active
stewards of creation within our
Catholic education system.
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RATIONALE

Our faith guides us as Catholic leaders to
protect and conserve all of creation. This
is seen through scripture and other
globally recognized documents. Laudato
Si’, the second encyclical of Pope
Francis I states,
“If someone has not learned to stop and admire something
beautiful, we should not be surprised if he or she treats
everything as an object to be used and abused without
scruple”.[1]

We can use Pope Francis’ words to bring emphasis on the
importance of our actions and society's current lack of
concern for the future. Ignorance can lead to misuse,
therefore we must educate ourselves before using and
interacting with all the gifts nature has to offer. Education
on environmental responsibilities is the key to ensuring
future generations will have a healthy and sustainable earth
to live on.
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RATIONAL

Proverbs 21:20, “Precious treasure remains in the house of
the wise, but the fool consumes it.”[3]

We must be conscious of the resources we are using and the
way in which we are using them. A majority of the earth’s
resources are non-renewable, meaning they cannot be
replenished. For instance, fossil fuels, coal, and natural gas
are non-renewable sources that release massive amounts of
pollutants into the atmosphere. These pollutants then
circulate through our ecosystems and are a leading cause in
climate change. This passage from Proverbs stresses the
significance of using only what is necessary and preserving
the limited resources.
Not only does our faith call us to continue sustainability
efforts, but there is also a worldwide concern for the condition
of our common home. There have been countless studies
that show the effect humans have had on Earth’s resources.
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The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change of
the United Nations published a report highlighting
that currently, humans have increased global
temperatures by about 1.0 degrees compared to
pre-industrial global temperatures.[4] If no change is
made to the polluting lifestyle and global
temperatures continue to increase there will be
irreversible change to the planet. This includes
extinctions, droughts, floods, and extreme and
inhabitable temperatures. We must be the change
makers to protect our earth.
The Government of Canada stated in the Canada’s
Climate Change Report 2019 that on average,
Canada experiences double the magnitude of global
warming and is currently warming at double the
global rate. The effects of climate change will only
intensify in Canada, leading to less extreme cold,
more extreme heat, longer growing seasons and
thinning glaciers. In addition, areas in the Arctic and
Atlantic oceans are to experience longer and broader
intervals of sea-ice-free conditions. Sea ice and
glaciers are crucial to our ecosystems and provide a
habitat for many arctic species. As they melt, this will
cause rising water levels and flooding in the coastal
regions of Canada, leading to loss of ecosystems and
damage to coastal infrastructure.[5] Reducing carbon
emissions will not be easy and will take a lot of
cooperation, however with the current condition of the
climate, it is necessary to take action.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

As OSTA-AECO’s Catholic Board Council, the intention of
the following recommendations are to establish and maintain
eco-friendly and sustainable Catholic school boards. The
purpose of these recommendations are to ensure that every
Catholic board in Ontario is actively becoming more aware of
their ecological impact in their community and the world.
Education is the foundation for future generations, we must
equip individuals with the knowledge necessary to be active
contributors to society. If, as a global Catholic community, we
intend on preserving God’s creations and reducing our
carbon footprints, we must educate our society on the
importance of ecological awareness and the repercussions of
our daily actions. The Catholic Board Council believes that
the following recommendations will ensure that we maintain
the sanctity of our planet.
Recommendation 1:

The Catholic Board Council of OSTA-AECO
recommends that school boards increase
environmental
stewardship
awareness
by
incorporating relevant climate change content,
and prevention strategies into board system
priorities and strategic plans.
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There is currently a plastic pollution crisis, where only 9% of
plastics ever created have been recycled. The remaining
plastics circulate through ecosystems because it can take up
to 1000 years for plastic to decompose. Plastic water bottles
are a major contributor to this global issue, with nearly a
million plastic water bottles being sold every minute around
the world[6].
Recommendation 2:

The Catholic Board Council of OSTA-AECO
recommends that School Boards provide
accessible water filling stations for reusable
bottles, and implement policies to eliminate the
presence of plastic water bottles in all board
facilities and schools.

Page 07

OSTA-AECO Catholic Board Council

Jeremiah 2:7, "When I brought you into the garden land to
eat its goodly fruits, You entered and defiled my land, you
made my heritage loathsome.”[7]
One of the main causes of deforestation is the careless use
of paper. In 2016, 67% of total solid waste production in
Canada was paper and organic material, roughly 6.2 million
tons. Not only does the production of paper result in
deforestation, but in water and energy consumption as well.
To produce 1kg of paper approximately 2L of water are
required to be evaporated.[8] In today’s society, we can look
to technology as a resource to decrease the use of
unnecessary paper.
Recommendation 3:

The Catholic Board Council of
OSTA-AECO recommends that
boards have paperless board
meetings and provide board
members with digital copies of
agendas and documents.
Recommendation 4:

The Catholic Board Council of OSTA-AECO
recommends that boards implement policies
limiting the overconsumption of paper in
classrooms, and improve the availability of
technology so that documents or files may be
viewed using technology rather than paper.
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“These problems are closely linked to a throwaway culture
which affects the excluded just as it quickly reduces things
to rubbish. To cite one example, most of the paper we
produce is thrown away and not recycled.” (Laudato Si’)[2]]

In 2016, Canadians disposed and diverted a total of 34.2
million tons of solid waste and approximately 20% of all
food produced annually in Canada becomes food waste
resulting in landfills.[9][10] With efforts in recycling and
composting, the quantity of waste produced by Canadians
could be significantly reduced. Our schools use large
amounts of paper and consume a great deal of organic
material.

Recommendation 5:

The Catholic Board Council of OSTA-AECO
recommends school boards ensure recycling
and composting is readily accessible and
executed throughout schools to manage as well
as reduce waste.
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It is crucial that all members of the community are
involved in the process of being stewards of sustainability.
Climate change cannot be solved by a single individual.
We must all work together to create a future where God’s
many creations are protected and preserved.

Recommendation 6:

The Catholic Board Council of OSTA-AECO
recommends that boards ensure equity by
consulting with diverse cultures, backgrounds,
and community groups on how to best fulfill our
calling to be stewards of sustainability.
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CONCLUSION
In unity, as a Catholic community, we have the opportunity
to use our faith as a guide to understand the importance of
being stewards of sustainability. The recommendations
made by the Catholic Board Council of OSTA-AECO are
intended to initiate important conversations on climate
change within board tables across Ontario to create positive
change for students.
1 Corinthians 4:1-2, “Thus should one regard us: as
servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.
Now it is of course required of stewards that they be found
trustworthy.”[11]

We are blessed to live in an abundant world where God has
given us endless gifts. He confides in us to use these gifts
wisely and not exploit their many purposes. We must now
answer this calling. For numerous years, we have abused
the gifts that nature has to offer. However, we must look
forward and strive to do our best to preserve our
ecosystems.
Students are the future, and it is our duty to recognize and
resolve the issue of climate change. It is our hope that in the
future every school board, school, student and community
member will join the movement to becoming consciously
aware of their actions and how they affect the environment.
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