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Registration Information 
Catholic Board Council Conference 2012 

Taking Action, Leading Change: Following in the Footsteps of Jesus 
  

Ontario Student Trusteesô Association Å l'Association des ®l¯ves conseillers et conseill¯res de l'Ontario 
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Dear Director of Education and Chair of the Public School Board, 

 

On behalf of the Ontario Student Trusteesô Association ï l'Association des élèves conseillers et 

conseillères de l'Ontario (OSTA-AECO), I would like to extend an invitation to the student trustee(s) in 

your school board to attend our upcoming Board Council Conferences: Taking Action, Leading 

Change: Following in the Footsteps of Jesus. Our Board Council Conferences (BCCs) will take place 

from Thursday February 9
th

 to Sunday February 12
th

 at the Westin Hotel in Ottawa.   

 

I strongly encourage you to discuss this opportunity with your student trustee(s) and support them if they 

choose to attend our conference. This yearôs Board Council Conferences will focus on working together 

within separate Board Councils on various initiatives and will include an array of keynote speakers who 

will speak about a variety of educational issues. Student trustees will also hear more about the release of 

the Ontario Student and Parent Survey 2012 questions, mental health and anti-bullying policy changes, 

and new student trustee resources that are being created. Student Trustees will receive a copy of the new 

Student Trustee Policy Handbook, which outlines how to put forward motions for the Board of Trustees 

to discuss. We will also be releasing our mental health report, which outlines recommendations for how 

to provide better access to mental health supports for youth. Finally, student trustees will have the 

opportunity to brainstorm new initiatives for OSTA-AECO to the lead on for the rest of the school year, 

network with fellow student trustees and gain information about current issues that are impacting the 

students of Ontario.  

 

Please find attached a copy of the registration package for BCCs. We would kindly ask that you review 

it with your student trustee(s) and complete the online registration by the specified deadline, ensuring 

that payment for the conference is addressed to Judy Shen, our Chief Financial Officer. Please also take 

note that member boards of OSTA-AECO receive reduced rates for our conferences, along with other 

benefits. The information for how to become a member board has also been sent to you. If you have any 

questions or concerns about this upcoming conference, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

OSTA-AECO strives to prepare the student trustees of Ontario so that they may move forward to 

succeed throughout their terms. We are confident that your boardôs student trustee(s) will benefit greatly 

from their participation at this conference. Thank you for your ongoing support for OSTA-AECO and 

for considering this important opportunity for your student trustee(s).  

 

Yours in Education, 

 
Jenny Williams 

President 
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Dear Catholic School Boards of Ontario, 

It is with great pleasure that I introduce you to the 2012 Board Council Conferences: Taking Action, 

Leading Change: Following in the Footsteps of Jesus. I sincerely hope that your student trustees find 

this weekend to be inspirational and motivational; this is a time for student trustees to make friends, 

professionally develop, connect and grow in faith, and realize their full potential as a student trustee in a 

Catholic school board. 

Over the course of the conference, we will be talking about many different aspects of Catholic 

education, including equity and inclusion, social justice, environmental responsibility, and student 

leadership. Student trustees are called to be shining examples of faith-in-action, and this conference is 

the best place to discover that reality within. Every student trustee plays the vital role of representing the 

students so that their peers may also have a hand in their education, but Catholic student trustees are 

presented with an even bigger responsibility; the keeping of the Catholic values and faith while leading 

and representing students. This conference is where your student trustees can develop leadership and 

professionalism while always closely partnered with our faith. 

We are blessed here in Ontario to have publicly-funded Catholic education. There is something 

completely unique about Catholic schools that you feel right as you walk through our doors; I like to call 

it community. When we pray together every morning, or meet with the pro-life club, or run social justice 

campaigns, or participate in the Best Buddies program, you can feel a connection through similar beliefs 

and values. The value of faith, in any religion, is one that is not to be underestimated. Catholic education 

is part of the trio of raising young Catholics: the home, the school, and the parish all play a vital role. 

We grow not only as learners, but as people of faith. When we leave our Catholic high schools, we are 

equipped with moral values and ethical teachings that will guide us for the rest of our lives. In these 

communities, we are nurtured and valued, challenged and encouraged, while simultaneously growing in 

our faith. It is for these reasons that we have the power to become active citizens in society and loving 

members of Godôs family. 

As Catholic student trustees, we must not only face the problems concerning education, but also the 

threats posed to our education system. Through the media, we are often accused and attacked by people 

who do not understand how important our education system is to its students. We are too often called to 

turn the other cheek and stand in silent solidarity with our peers and school boards. We must help our 

student trustees keep strong in the face of opposition, and help to keep the flame of Catholic education 

burning within our students and province.  

The Catholic Board Council Cabinet would like to thank you for the role you play in Catholic 

Education. It is your continued leadership in Christ that allows students to learn in an accepting Catholic 

environment, which provides its students every opportunity to thrive and grow in faith. We humbly 

invite you to send your student trustees to participate in the 2012 Board Council Conferences, and hope 

to have the opportunity to work with you in the future. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Clarisse Schneider 

Catholic Board Council President 
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DATE  Our Eleventh Annual Board Council Conferences (BCC) will take place from 9 

February 2012 to 12 February 2012. (Please note that the 9
th

 and the 12
th

 should 

be used as travel days) 

    

LOCATION  The conference will be held at Westin Hotel in Ottawa.  

 

Westin Hotel 

11 Colonel By Drive 

Ottawa, ON K1N9H4 

Phone: 1 (613) 560 - 7000 

 

REGISTRATION   The online registration form is available at http://goo.gl/Typq0 

 

Please fill out the registration form online by Friday, January 20
th

, 2012 to 

receive the Early Bird Special registration fee.  Registration will be closed for 

this event on Friday, January 27
th

, 2012.  Discuss your registration with your 

board secretary prior to filling out the form. We understand the process of 

payment may be timely. Please let us know in your online registration form if 

payment must be delayed. 

 

Registration fee per student 

trustee (tax included) 

Early Bird Special 

Register online before 

January 20
th

, 2012 

Register online 

between January 

20
th

 and January 

27
th

   

MEMBER BOARD $320 $350 

NON-MEMBER BOARD $350 $380 

 

Please make cheques payable to OSTA-AECO and ensure that the correct 

registration fee is paid. Please mail the cheque to the Chief Financial Officer at 

the following coordinates: 

 

Judy Shen  For additional information: 

Chief Financial Officer, OSTA-AECO Phone:  (905) 515 - 2466 

102 Mountbatten Dr   cfo@osta-aeco.org 

Hamilton, Ontario L9C 3V5  
 

 

 

 

 

http://goo.gl/Typq0
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ACCOMODATIONS  Accommodations are the responsibility of each delegate and school board. A 

block of rooms has been reserved under ñOntario Student Trusteesô 

Associationò at The Westin in Ottawa. Student trustees are encouraged to stay 

at the hotel stated.  

 

* To receive the special conference rate, rooms must be reserved under ñOntario 

Student Trusteesô Associationò. Reserve your room before January 20th to 

ensure that there are available rooms.  ALL reservations must be made by 

January 27
th

. 

 

 Conference rate for Standard Guest Room is $199.00 per night for both single 

and double occupancy.  High Speed Internet is complimentary to all guest 

rooms. 

  

 Please ensure that all reservations are made a OSTA-AECOôs customized 

hotel website: 

http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1201068477&key

=351AF  

        

* If there are any problems making reservations, please contact the Professional 

Development Officer or the Westinôs Central Reservation Officer at 1 (613) 560-

7324. 

 

MEALS  All meals are the responsibility of the individual delegate and their board. 

 

AGENDA  A draft agenda can be found within this package. A finalized agenda will be 

included in conference packages upon arrival. 

 

DRESS CODE All conference activities taking place at Westin Hotel require business attire. The 

Saturday evening event is Semi-formal attire. Adherence to the dress code shows 

respect for the responsibilities we fulfill as student trustees.  

 

CONFERENCE  A conference package will be provided for all registered student trustees upon 

PACKAGE  arrival, which includes all necessary documents for the conference. Upon 

registration, a name tag will be distributed that must be worn for identification 

purposes at all times during the conference. 

 

 

 

http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1201068477&key=351AF
http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1201068477&key=351AF
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QUESTIONS? For registration and hotel information: For registration fees information: 

Alexandra Meisner   Judy Shen 

Professional Development Officer  Chief Financial Officer 

development.officer@osta-aeco.org cfo@osta-aeco.org 

(905) 515-2466  (416) 477-2069 ext. 4 

 

 For general questions: 

 Chris Grouchy  

PBC President  

pbc.president@osta-aeco.org 

(416) 477-2069 ext. 2   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

mailto:development.officer@osta-aeco.org
mailto:cfo@osta-aeco.org
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CONFERENCE AGENDA ï Draft (Finalized agenda will be provided upon registration at BCCs) 

 

Thursday February 9
th 

 - Travel Day / Check-in 

4:00pm ï 9:00pm Registration 

7:00pm - 10:00pm Skating on Rideau Canal, Reception 

 

Friday February 10
th

 

8:30 ï 9:00am Registration 

9:00 - 9:10am Presidentsô Welcome (Board Council Presidents Chris Grouchy and Clarisse 

Schneider) 

9:10 - 9:15am Board Council Cup Presentation 

9:15 - 9:20am Board Council Break-out & Welcome to Board Council Conference          

Catholic Board Council Cabinet 

9:15 - 9:20am Board Council Break-out & Welcome to Board Council Conference 

CBC Executive 

9:20 - 10:20am Keynote Address 1 - Shelley Burgoyne, Development and Peace 

10:20 - 11:20am Keynote Address 2 - Noel Martin, OCSTA Director of Catholic 

Education 

11:20 - 11:30am GA Networking Break 

11:30 - 12:00pm Executive Highlights & Student Trustee Policy Handbook Release 

12:00 - 12:45pm Lunch in Ottawa** 

1:00 - 3:00pm Catholic Component: Run-out to Ottawa Mission 

3:15 - 4:15pm Awaiting Confirmation  

4:15 - 5:15pm Regional Discussions 

5:15 ï 5:20pm Security and Safety Review / Closing Remarks (Development Officer Alex 

Meisner) 

5:30-8:00pm Dinner Outings** 

 

 

**Meal not provided 
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Saturday February 11
th

: 

 

8:30 - 8:45am Vice Presidentsô Welcome (Board Council Vice Presidents Emily Bradley and 

Hirad Zafari) 

8:45 - 9:45am Officers & Committee Updates                                                                                    

Judy Chen (CFO), John Tertan (Operations Officer), Kareem Ibrahim 

(Communications), Patrick Morris (Equity and Inclusion), Ann Mansur 

(Policy), Matt Stergiou (Environmental) 

 

9:45 ï 10:30am How to Talk with the Media Session 

 Ben Martin, Melissa Ann Retty and OSTA-AECO Executive 

 

10:30 - 10:35am Board Council Break-out & Welcome to Board Council Conference          

CBC Executive 

10:35 - 11:00am  Peer Presentations 
Patrick Morris: The Equity Report Release 

 

11:00 - 12:00pm Individual Committee Discussions/Work 

11:20 - 11:30am GA Networking Break 

12:00 - 12:45pm Lunch ** 

1:00 - 1:35pm Liturgy  

1:35 - 2:35pm Dustin Garron                      

Former Student Trustee and Founder of the Mental Health Project 

2:35 - 2:50pm Constitutional Amendments 

2:50 - 3:00pm GA Networking Break 

3:00 - 3:30pm Student Voice Initiative                                                                                                                             

Patrick Quinton-Brown, Past Communications Officer 

3:30 - 4:15pm 2012 Ontario Student & Parent Survey Release & Mental Health Report 

Release (President Jenny Williams) 

4:15 - 5:00pm Focus Discussion (President Jenny Williams)                                                                                                                           

Vision - Looking Forward 

5:00 ï 5:05pm Security and Safety Review / Closing Remarks (Development Officer Alex 

Meisner) 

 

Sunday February 12
th

 - Travel Day / Check-out 
 

10:00 - 11:30am Optional Breakfast** 

 

**Meal not provided 


